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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently amended) A mute apparatus as — set — forth in — claim — h — furth e r 
comprising: 

a plurality of mute operation switches each operative to assume two operation 
states consisting of a mute-on state and a mute-off state: 

a mute executing switch operative to assume two executing states consisting of a 
mute-on state and a mute-off state: 

mute switch control data generating means for generating mute switch control 
data elements indicative of said operation states of said mute operation switches: 

control data determining means for determining whether said mute executing 
switch is to assume said mute-on or mute-off state on the basis of said mute switch 
control data elements: 

mute switch control means for having said mute executing switch selectively 
assume said mute-on and mute-off states on the basis of said mute-on or mute-off state 



2 



Appl. No. 09/867,875 

Amdt. Dated Mar. 21, 2 005 

Reply to Office action of December 21, 2004 

determined by said control data determining means, 

mute switch control data storing means for storing said mute switch control data 
elements; and 

mute switch control data operation means for performing an operation between 
said mute switch control data elements generated by said mute switch control data 
generating means and said mute switch control data elements currently stored in said 
mute switch control data storing means to generate mute switch control data elements; 
and in which wh e r e by said mute switch control data storing means is operated to store 
said mute switch control data elements obtained as a result of said operation performed 
by said mute switch control data operation means, and said control data determining 
means is operated to determine whether said mute executing switch is to assume said 
mute-on or mute-off state on the basis of said mute switch control data elements 
obtained as a result of said operation performed by said mute switch control data 
operation means. 

4. (Original) A mute apparatus as set forth in claim 3, further comprising switch 
state display means for selectively displaying said mute-on and mute-off states of said 
mute operation switches on the basis of said mute switch control data elements generated 
by said mute switch control data generating means. 

5. (Original) A mute apparatus as set forth in claim 3, further comprising an 
operation setting switch operative to assume two operation states consisting of a mute-on 
state and a mute-off state, in which said mute switch control data generating means is 
operated to generate mute switch control data elements indicative of said operation states 
of said mute operation switches and said operation setting switch, and said mute switch 
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control data operation means is constituted by: 

an AND operation unit for performing an AND operation between said mute 
switch control data elements indicative of said operation states of said mute operation 
switches generated by said mute switch control data generating means and said mute 
switch control data elements indicative of said operation states of said mute operation 
switches stored in said mute switch control data storing means; 

an OR operation unit for performing an OR operation between said mute switch 
control data elements indicative of said operation states of said mute operation switches 
generated by said mute switch control data generating means, and said mute switch 
control data elements indicative of said operation states of said mute operation switches 
stored in said mute switch control data storing means; 

a selecting unit for selecting said operation from among said AND operation 
performed by said AND operation unit and said OR operation performed by said OR 
operation unit on the basis of said mute switch control data elements generated by said 
mute switch control data generating means; and 

an operation switching unit for selectively switching to said AND operation unit 
and said OR operation unit on the basis of said operation selected by said selecting unit. 

6. (Original) A mute apparatus as set forth in claim 5, further comprising switch 
state display means for selectively displaying said mute-on and mute-off states of said 
mute operation switches on the basis of said mute switch control data elements generated 
by said mute switch control data generating means. 

7. (Cancelled) 
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8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently amended) A mute method as s e t forth in claim 7, comprising the steps 
of: 

(a) having mute operation switches selectively assume two operation states 
consisting of a mute-on state and a mute-off state; 

(b) generating mute switch control data elements indicative of said operation 
states of said mute operation switches; 

(c) determining whether a mute executing switch is to assume said mute-on or 
mute-off state on the basis of said mute switch control data elements generated in the 
step (b); 

(d) having said mute executing switch selectively assume the mute-on and 
mute-off states on the basis of said mute-on or mute-off state determined in the step (c); 

(f) storing said mute switch control data elements; and 

(g) performing an operation between said mute switch control data elements 
generated in the step (b) and said mute switch control data elements currently stored in 
the step (f) to generate mute switch control data elementsf . and in which 

wh e r e by the step (f) has the step of storing said mute switch control data 
elements obtained as a result of said operation performed in the step (g), and the step (c) 
has the step of determining whether said mute executing switch is to assume said 
mute-on or mute-off state on the basis of said mute switch control data elements 
obtained as a result of said operation performed in the step (g). 

10. (Original) A mute method as set forth in claim 9, further comprising the step of: 

(h) selectively displaying said mute-on and mute-off states of said mute 
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operation switches on the basis of said mute switch control data elements generated in 
the step (b). 



11. (Original) A mute method as set forth in claim 9, in which said step (a) has the 
step of having an operation setting switch selectively assume two operation states 
consisting of a mute-on state and a mute-off state, said step (b) has the step of generating 
mute switch control data elements indicative of said operation states of said mute 
operation switches and said operation setting switch, and said step (g) includes the steps 
of: 

(gl) performing an AND operation between said mute switch control data 
elements indicative of said operation states of said mute operation switches generated in 
the step (b) and said mute switch control data elements indicative of said operation states 
of said mute operation switches stored in the step (f); 

(g2) performing an OR operation between said mute switch control data 
elements indicative of said operation states of said mute operation switches generated in 
the step (b), and said mute switch control data elements indicative of said operation 
states of said mute operation switches stored in the step (f); 

(g3) selecting said operation step from among the step (gl) and the step (g2) on 
the basis of said mute switch control data elements generated in the step (b); and 

(g4) selectively switching to said step (gl) and said step (g2) on the basis of said 
operation selected in said step (g3). 

12. (Original) A mute method as set forth in claim 11, further comprising the step 
of: 

(i) selectively displaying said mute-on and mute-off states of said mute 
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operation switches on the basis of said mute switch control data elements generated in 
the step (b). 

13. (New) A mute apparatus as set forth in claim 3, further comprising switch state 
display means for selectively displaying said mute-on and mute-off states of said mute 
operation switches on the basis of said mute switch control data elements generated by 
said mute switch control data generating means. 

14. (New) A mute method as set forth in claim 9, further comprising the step of: 

(e) selectively displaying said mute-on and mute-off states of said mute 
operation switches on the basis of said mute switch control data elements generated in 
the step (b). 
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